March 26, 2017
Tonight is when it started. I was talking to my dear friend Sruli Besser and he said, “You know, you really should be taking notes of what you do every day, the people you talk to and things you do.” And I decided that it was time. Its time I started doing it for real. Sharing my thoughts, my feelings and what I had done. I would like to make a book one day and it will be so much easier if I would write things down. I’ve thought about this for so many years and never done it. 
Imagine if I would have taken notes on my meetings with Rav Shach, Rav Elyashiv and the other great people of Israel who have left us. Imagine if I had written down the things I discussed with Rav Elya, of what went on at meetings I attended that no one would believe. I wish I would have written of feelings of exultation and also when things didn’t exactly work out as I would have wished. 
I had a couple of those in the past year. The Beis Din which extricated Rav Shmuel from the mess of the girl who got married without a valid get. I really worked hard on that one, though I am still waiting for the thank you. Just last week I lost and was upset when Hoberman was appointed to the Torah Umesorah Rabbinic Board. Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky insisted that it be called the Rabbinic Administrative Board, but the come latelys changed it a couple years back to the Vaad Roshei Yeshivos. 
What is even more upsetting than the name change, is that it reflects a truth. Once upon a time the rabbis actually directed and took a real daily interest in the work of Torah Umesorah. Today it’s an honorific for meetings four times a year which discuss irrelevant matters and are never followed up with real action. 
Once upon a time Torah Umesorah was the National Society of Hebrew Day Schools, an organization of mesirus nefesh, living out a dream to establish day schools wherever there were Jewish kids and bringing them Torah and Yidishkeit. Today its coloring books, copies, and a couple meaningful speeches here and there. 
I remember discussing at a meeting, not that it made any difference, but I tried, that Rav Shrage Feivel was not really into schools. He was into neshamos. Schools were a Kiruv tool. It was a way to get to the kids and their parents and communities. And if there are other ways to do realize the goal, TU should be doing them. It was a wasted effort, like so many others. 
I remember sitting at meetings with Rav Pam, Rav Gifter, Rav Elya Svei and others and they seriously discussed national strategies and had some feisty debates. Giants among men who cared and were responsible and followed up to make sure the plan was being acted on. And now to think they are adding on someone they know nothing about, other than his title and lineage. Oh, how far we have come. 

